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formal and uninteresting method of treatment, nor is it likely to be 
useful as a guide to those ready to undertake the work of organizing a 
rural community because of its lack of constructive suggestion. 

Warren S. Thompson 
Cornell University 



Africa. Slave or Free? By John H. Harris. New York: E. P. 
Dutton & Co., 1920. Pp. xxi+261. $3.00. 

This is a volume on African politics, written at once from the point 
of view of the colonial administrator and the missionary. This is 
indicated by the references in the Foreword to Mary Kingsley and 
David Livingstone. John Harris has not only been a life-long student 
of African affairs but he has known native life intimately as only a 
missionary can know it. What he has to say of the present situation is, 
therefore, based not merely on knowledge but upon what in racial 
matters seems on the whole more important, experience. The volume 
has sixteen chapters, dealing with (1) population and resources, (2) 
labor, present-day form of slavery and Indian immigration to South 
Africa, (3) racial and social contact, (4) education and missions. The 
central theme of the volume is contained in a sentence in Sidney Olivier's 
introduction to the book: "Wherever, in a mixed community, you have 
a privileged class in command of the governemnt of people whom they 
employ as workers, you will have exploitation and oppressive laws to 
enforce it." 

There is in this volume a tacit recognition of the fact that exploitation 
of the blackman is endemic in Africa and that it is, as Mr. Olivier, whose 
experience as a colonial administrator makes him an authority on the 
subject, suggests, more or less inevitable in the very nature of the 
contacts of white men with black. The author, in short, recognizes 
that the problem is not one of administrative abuses merely; it is a racial 
problem as well. Recognizing all the difficulties of the situation the 
author presents a persuasive argument on political as well as humani- 
tarian grounds for a policy that (1) defines the relationship of Europe 
and America to Africa as one of trusteeship, (2) makes no color bar a 
fundamental article of administrative policy, (3) vests sovereignty in 
the inhabitants, (4) insures secure and adequate tenure in land for 
every native tribe, (5) insures complete freedom of contract with regard 
to labor, (6) imposes no racial discriminations in matters of trade, 
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(7) insures "equal rights for all civilized men," (8) grants elementary 

education to all and an open door to the highest for all who desire it. 

This policy if adopted, we are assured, will "sweep away the miasma 

of injustice which is everywhere retarding progress." 

Robert E. Park 
University of Chicago 



The Case of Korea. By Henry Chung. New York: Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 1921. Pp. 367. $3.00. 
Korea's case against Japan is here presented in an able and 
statesman-like manner by one of its devoted and patriotic sons. 



The American Empire. By Scott Nearing. New York: The 
Rand School of Social Science, 192 1. Pp. 266. $1.00. 
An interesting presentation of facts and figures showing the evolution 
of the United States from a struggling infant republic in 1776 to the 
position of the world's greatest economic empire in 1921, a position 
which the author regards as threatening the peace of the world. 



The Human Situation in Nature. By Jackson Boyd. Chicago: 
Charles H. Kerr & Co., 1921. Pp. 278. $2.00. 
A work which portrays a philosophical concept of the unity of all 
mind and matter and of man's place in nature. Valuable as revealing 
the importance of the application of science to the problems of social 
life. 



The Engineers and the Price System. By Thorstein Veblen. 
New York: B. W. Huebsch, 1921. Pp.169. $150. 
A reprint of a series of illuminating papers on the American industrial 
situation that appeared in the Dial during 1919. Interesting as exposing 
some of the most vital problems of present-day industry. 



Education in War. and Peace. By Stewart Paton. New York: 
Paul Hoeber, 1920. Pp. ix+106. $1.50. 
Three lectures outlining the need for scientific study of personality 
as a basis for further educational advance. 



